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Almost Heaven

1. At the end of the first chapter, Billy finally reveals how he was really saved from
the flood. Have you ever experienced a situation like that, where something
happened to you that you couldn’t explain?

2. What were your first impressions of Malachi? Was he what you would have
expected an angel to be like? Why or why not?

3. At the beginning of chapter 3, Billy says, “I have heard that your first childhood
memory is telling.” What is your first childhood memory, and what do you think it
says about you?

4. In chapter 8, Malachi observes that Heather was being pulled away from God by
her own passions, and he assumed that is why the enemy left her alone. Is that
reassuring to you or convicting?

5. In chapter 10, Billy faces one of the most difficult decisions he’s ever had to
make concerning the care of his mother. Did you identify with Billy’s actions? Have
you ever had to make a similar decision? How did you handle it?

6. Throughout the story, many people extend small acts of kindness toward Billy—
Adrian Rogers, Callie, Charles Broughton. Has anyone ever extended similar
kindnesses to you? How did it make you feel?

7. At times, it feels like Billy loses just about everything he loves. One of the
demons even remarks that everything he touches withers and dies. How do you
think Billy feels about his life? Why? If it would have been easier for Billy to stay in
his shell, why does he take the risk he does?

8. In chapter 16, Billy says that to many, “God is not someone you know but
something you try to get off your back.” Have you felt this way at some point in
your own life? How do you see this play out in our society?

9. Throughout the story, how do you see God showing his love for Billy, even at
times when Billy doesn’t recognize it? Can you think of similar examples of God'’s
love in your own life?

10. An event in Billy’s teenage years affects him greatly. How was Billy finally able
to overcome the effects of that event? Have you ever faced a traumatic event, and
how did you overcome it?

11. In chapter 27, Malachi wrestles with the fact that he was called away by God
during a crucial time in Billy’s life. Back in chapter 7, Malachi’'s commander had
warned him about this and told him that the “events to come must occur.” How did
this make you feel?

12. Though Callie had a strong faith, she reached a time when that faith wavered
and she became susceptible to evil. What brought her to that point?

13. What do you think Malachi took from his observance of Billy’s life? Where do
you think Malachi was sent next?

14. In Almost Heaven, we learn a lot about people like Billy, Callie, Natalie, and
Sheriff Preston. How do you picture them five years after the close of this story?

15. After reading the story, what did you admire most about Billy Allman?
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